· We are proud and honored to have an opportunity to host WHO 25th Standing Committee of the Regional Committee for Europe for the first time in Tbilisi;
· We would like to express our appreciation to WHO Regional Director and members of SCRC for active collaboration and continued support;
· WHO’s support is significant for Georgia in developing its national health policy and strengthen healthcare system through: 

· Enhancing health systems that equitably improve health outcomes, respond to people’s legitimate demands, and are financially fair;
· Creating an institutional environment for the health sector, and promoting an effective health dimension to social, economic, environmental and development policy.
· providing evidence based expertise and information in the healthcare sector to take all necessary actions to attain WHO objectives. 
· providing technical assistance to improve preparedness for emergency situations.

· With support of WHO in 2013 the Government of Georgia launched Universal Health Care program, which significantly reduced the out-of-pocket payments and improved financial protection of the population. It is worth mentioning that Georgian Government is committed to retain and further strengthen universal health care system and develop equitable health financing and accessible health service for all.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]In 2017 important amendments were made in the law of Georgia on Tobacco control which is a significant step towards achieving tobacco control in Georgia. Developing effective implementation mechanism for executive tobacco law remains priority for the Parliament and Government of Georgia.

· I would like to underline the importance of Biennial Collaborative Agreement (BCA) that was signed during this visit, which serves as a general framework of cooperation between Georgia and WHO. We highly appreciate that the planned value of technical assistance in 2018-2019 will exceed 1,000,000 USD.

· Once again let me extend my sincere gratitude for your cooperation and support in accomplishing our mutual goals in health care field.






